Commonly Misused Words and Phrases
Words that sound alike (homonyms):

*Many students get confused when writing where to use these words, hopefully this list will be a helpful resource when completing your writing assignments. 

1) Accept, Except
Accept is a verb meaning to receive.

Except is usually a preposition meaning excluding, it can also be a verb meaning to exclude.

Example: I will accept all the packages except that one.

2) Allusion, Illusion

An allusion is an indirect reference.
Example: Did you catch my allusion to Shakespeare? 

An illusion is a misconception or false impression.

Example: Mirrors give the room an illusion of depth.

3) Capital, Capitol

Capital refers to a city; it can also refer to wealth or resources.

Example: Ottawa is the nation’s capital. 


   She made significant capital gains this year.

Capitol is a building where lawmakers meet.

Example: The capitol has undergone extensive renovations.

4) There, Their, They’re

There is an adverb specifying a place.

Example: She was just lying there, unconscious.

Their is a possessive pronoun.

Example: Fred and Jane finally washed their car.

They’re is a contraction of THEY ARE.

Example: They’re just sitting around quietly until the exam is finished.

Please use these correctly!

5) To, Too, Two
To is a preposition; Too is an adverb; two is a number.
Example: Too many of your shots slice to the left, but the last two were right on the mark.

HINT: If you are trying to spell out the number, it is always two.


  Too is usually used as “also” when adding or including some 

  additional information.  Whenever you want to include something 
  else, think of it as adding; therefore you need to add and 

  extra “o”.

6) Your, You’re 
Your is a possessive pronoun; you’re is a contraction of YOU ARE.
Example: You’re going to catch a cold if you don’t wear your coat.

HINT: Sound out ‘you are’ in the sentence.  If it works in the sentence 

it can be written as you’re.  If it sounds awkward, it is 

probably supposed to be your.

Words that don’t sound alike but confuse us anyway:
7) Lie, Lay
Lie is an intransitive verb meaning to recline or rest on a surface. 

Example: I lie down when I am tired.

Lay is a transitive verb meaning to put or place.
Example: Chickens lay eggs.

8) Set, Sit
Set is a transitive verb meaning to put or to place.
Example: She set the dough in a warm corner of the kitchen.

Sit is an intransitive verb meaning to be seated.

Example: The cat sat in the warmest part of the room.

9) Anybody, Any Body
Anybody means “any person”.

Example: Does anybody want to go on a trip?

Any body means “any corpse” or “any human form”.
Example: The mortician had a lot of work to do.  He could pick any body to start with.

10) Can, May
Can means to be physically able.

Example: My leg has healed and I think I can do it!

May means to have permission.

Example: May I go to use the washroom.

11) Fewer, Less
Fewer and less both refer to a lower quantity.  

Fewer should refer to countable quantities (plural nouns).

Example: There were fewer people in the gas station than in the supermarket.

Less should refer to measurable quantities (single nouns).

Example: There was less water in the bucket than in the pail.

12) Than, Then
Than is a grammatical particle and preposition used for COMPARISON.

Example: I like pizza more than lasagna.

Then is a adverb and a noun.

Example: We ate dinner, then went to the movies.

13) Among, Between
Between should be used when there are only two objects for comparison.

Example: I parked my car between the two minivans. 

Among or Amongst should be used for more than two objects.

Example: My house was built among the gum trees.

14) Farther, Further
Farther refers to additional distance.

Example: Carmen ran farther than me in the race.

Further refers to additional time or other abstract matters.

Example: I don’t want to discuss this any further.

15) Hanged, Hung
Hanged always refers to executions. Hung refers to all other objects.

Example: The horse thief was hanged, but not until after he hung a sign advertising his services.

16) Assume, Presume
Assume is suppose to be true, especially without proof.

Example: I assume that the students are all eating their lunch.

Presume is to take for granted as being true in the absence of proof to the contrary. 

Example: I presume all of the students have studied for their final exam today.

17) Whether, Weather

Please don’t confuse these words! 

Weather is the rainy stuff that falls from the sky.

Whether introduces alternatives.

Example: Whether or not the weather cooperates will determine our schedule. 

Problem Phrases:

Supposed to: DO NOT omit the ‘d’. Suppose to is incorrect.
Used to: Same as above.  DO NOT write use to.

Toward: There is NO ‘s’ at the end of the word.

Anyway: Same as above.  There is NO ‘s’ at the end of the word.

Couldn’t care less: Be sure to make it negative (NOT I could care less.)

For all intents and purposes: NOT intensive purposes.
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